Immune thrombocytopenia in children: the immune character of destructive thrombocytopenia and the treatment of bleeding.
It is now recognized that different forms of destructive thrombocytopenia due to antibody binding to platelets exist, which can be differentiated by sensitive new assays. Thus, the name has been changed from idiopathic to immune thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP). The immune character of ITP has been further supported by the success of treatment with human antibody concentrate-immunoglobulin treatment. During different studies of ITP in children, it has been recognized that only patients with bleeding in addition to a platelet count less than 20 x 10(9)/L need to be treated. The various forms of treatment are reviewed.